Orbitocraniobasal approach for anterior communicating artery aneurysms.
We describe an orbitofrontotemporobasal craniotomy technique that allows excellent access to anterior communicating artery aneurysms. This orbitocraniobasal approach is particularly useful for the surgical treatment of ruptured aneurysms in the acute stage of subarachnoid hemorrhage, when retraction of the brain needs to be kept to a minimum. With this approach, retraction of the orbital contents decreases the amount of retraction of the brain to such an extent that a brain spatula is not necessary for access to the anterior communicating artery complex. The procedure is described, as is a modification of the approach for removal of large tumors on the skull base.